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LU TT: PEL-FLOCD ARCHZESLOGY (II1)

T would like to corclete the material in &:ati todgy for the pre-Flood society. e
begin on page 247 in the sectiae, "The Econaric Basis cf the Earliest Town in the World."”

Pro=Fiooa Jerichc

Notice first on pege 242, top: "This walled city...is ome of the biggest puzzles cf
Near Eastern archaeclogy.®

Then page 243, sscand paragraph: "Xatn_oeen Ke. o, the British archaeologist who di-
rected the excavations at Jericho during the last few years and who discovered the Pre-
pottery town, estimates that Jerlcho had over twe t-ousamd inhabitants at the time of
that (early) culture....”

Skipping & paragreph: "The Pre-potiery town wac surrounded by an enormous defensive
wall built of massive giomes, gome of then weighiny sevoral tomg. Behind the wall lived
a very weslthy comrumity in & mewsmentsl city whict, in that epoch, was certainly consid-
ered ane of the mervele of the werdd, The fortificztions included ome, and perhaps mcre,
massive rounc towese, which are & model of scphisticsted architecture, While most of the
pecple of Palestine ard vhe reci of the werld shill lived in tents and buts, the inhelti-
tants of Jericho had succesdsd in bullding & vove™ pany feet high®--because, of course,
the top is gome so mme knows nct how high 3% sctualir was—"with gn ipternal passage
through which guards could climb & sclid stone stcircase end reach the top"—I take it
in a circuler fashion. %At thac feot of the swrromnmding well, Kenyon discovered an even
more astonishing deteil: tbe town amd well ware encircied by @ artificial mogt"—in
which ther could plese water, or it was a drv moat; he doece not state whieh, In other
words, a dry moct migh! be a: efrsciiww 2 et [illed itk water depending am your
slope and bow eczm it would e for saybed, "Ivia. UL Cross to be shot at from the tower
or the wall, '

To the top of pags 244: "Tue pecple of Urtar Jericho did not yet kmow how to make
pottery...." In other words, the; wore iliri‘ed in the amount of heat they could gener-
ate. And if anv of you wemi te kuow @oTs etIat pohier: masng, it would be well worth
your time to read Rosenthelds wor’s a. potissy ir th: lilrary published in the Penguin
series, Cantimuing triec parasrapb: %,..snd tlelir nsveriel culture was of a kind simi‘ar
to theat of other descemdertz of the Nabulienzt-—rerricr thet this is the cultural level
of the Mesciithiow—"wnc ware ireipient gsprievliariiists £%i1l largely dependent an humt—
ing and gathering,"” In other words, we heve e i1luctretian of a genersl level of ao-

8 woole in this reziom, and yet seeing here an il-
Iustration of tbe fruiifn} ming of a paziiails isdividusl who conceived of making &
city with welis for defensive purposes long pef e eny cther known town excavated any-
whers was lire this, So it iz amazing to find scch a gigantic site as Pre-pottery Jer-
iche,

Tre Fortificetions—Offenzive oo Defepsivel

Continuing the first paragrepa on page 244: "Lonsidering that the other known cmten-
pora=y groups were much less numerous than tha-peonle of Jericho, the gigantic militery
structurss of Jericho are very puzzling, ant their similicence escgpes us at first.™ He
cantimues this same %opic in the next parggrent. "10 sperd all that energy in building
these military works, the pecple of Jericfo musi .ueve leared an attack by outsiders.”

Angd yet they camnot conceive of wny Iarmets OF bodcuing snould have been a threat!
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Tagy're losking at it the wrong wgy. 7Toe ccrrn.ept of %he archaeologists is that it was
ners_y defensive, The answer to the questiom, I think, is obviocusly different when we
cmsider the rest of the stery of Jerich :—-that is, 1t wag also offensive, It was a
place of retreat ut from hich sn offensive could be launched. And it was also a plece
to which the gruugs s that e in Jericho md be able tc return without fear of being

Zunighed for what thsy had dome.

Now 1f we read the stwry of Cain in the Bible, we recognize that the Bible attrib-
utes to Cain the building of a city (Gem. 4:17). This I think is quite significemt!
Josecthus attributes to Cain the uilding of %he Iirst city with a massive wall and, at
the sarme time, itrade, cutiting lend into plets, end crgeamizing his family in a c:i.ty geared
sc ‘:;;ez geald ip fact margud snd plunder ciier arsag much like the robber barons of the
Rhigeland. You camn see these beautiful castles on the Rhine, Those weren't for de-
lense, they were for offengive ourposes, These robher btarons would came ocut of their
castles md block axy trade on the Rhine, In o%her words, you'd pay them tribute and
they!d then suarantee safe passage through that area! The concept that these fartifica~
tions at earlisst Jericho were strictly Jefenzive is nct at all true, They were means
of protection for individuals who were o:fengive in aim gnd purposge.

A Guids to Pre-Flocd Chronclogy

The only gopclugica that one cauld ccme to on the basis of the evidence of Joge-
phus, the Biblical reccrd, and archaeolcg,'-—recc«gijz;ng the mistakes and/or the assurm—
tions that lie behind geclogical and archseciogical dating--would be that pre-Flood,
Pre-pottery, Natufian-cultured Jericho witi these massive defensive walls (at a time
when trade is essentially to begin in the cultural horizon called the Neolithie) eould
hardly be other than the city Shat Cuin .iltl He first built a town, said Josephus,
by toe name of Nod in the Land of Wandering, And %hen he built a town in honor of his
oldest san which was c¢alled Znoch. The Eiblical record gives that name and Josepms
describes it,

How if we take this as a probabilitr Lo g%art wifth, and then go on with the story,
we will be gble to arrive at 3 raggamabls inaication of the durgtiog of the qultmreg in
Palestine, This is so becsuse, as I cited temre, Cain would have had to die not later
than sppraximately 1000 years After Men. As we mow fom the Bible, the lifetime of I~
man beings could not be longer than a figure in the 900's; and Cain was already a mature
man with a wife before 3eth was borm--tecguse all the =zarly events recorded about him
in the Biblical record (%en, 4:1-16) hapzened before the birth of Seth who was born af-
ter the death of Abel, So if this be the ciiy taat Cain built, then we have a period
of time by which to messure, let's say, the aprraximate cultures that preceded it to
the time that the city mlght have been built; mnd then we will take into consideraticc
a few Jewish traditions with respect to what hgppened to him, and hence what might have
happened to the city Ztself,

he next c‘_apt,r in Anati tells us zore about earliest Jericho; it is entitled,
iThe '\eClltbl“ ultures,” vaves 253-254: "Pre-pctiery Neclithic lasted a long time at
Jericko, and the excevatcrs distinguished two major tymes of it, which they labeled
"A" and "B,"™ Pre-pottery A was at first an cpen setilement of habitatioms with curvi-
linear foundatims of the same kind" as Mesgolithic types., ™Some of these habitatiomms
agppear %o be half-sunken houses with steps ingide the entrance, At Jericho the Meso-
lithic level is dated by radiocarben Jerronecusly, of course]/ at around 7800 B.C,
The earlisst Neolithic developed shortly thereafisr, The first defense wall was built
after the settlement had reached s considerable size,®
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Continuing in the next paragraph on page 254: "In one place, twenty-six levels co?
Pre-pcttery B were found...." Now in the little book Earliest Civilizations cf the
Kear Eact by James Mellaart which was published in 1965 (Anati's book was published ir
-179'35), on page 34, we learmn that ®not less then twenty-two phases of building could be
distinguished® for the Pre-pottery £ culture, If we assign a period of 15 years for
eack of the levels, we see that this pre-Flocd toun flourished for over 700 yesars,

(15 x 48 = 720 years,)

Thus if we sgy the town was esteblished about 60C years A,M,, and thaet it endurec
for 700 years, and then we sse thal there was a period of decline of some 350 years to
the Fiood, we have our total of 1650 years whick was tke entire duration of pre-Flood
history! Thus you see how eerliest Jericho can provide a guide to establishing an ap-
proximate chromology for the archaeological horizons of pre-Flood Palestine,

Tahuniag:

(n page 257 he describes other sites in Palestine that are of the same general
cultural level,

Now on to page 258: "Until a few years age, all the varicus types of Pre-pottery
Neclithic were called Talunign, after Wadi Tahlun, in central Palestine, where a simi-
lar industry was first studiec,® This staterent is helpful in understanding that if
you read through other work:z you will see thet the werd "Talunian" is used for what is
here called ®Pre-pcttery Neclithic,® The reasa. for not using the name Tehunian is be-
cause the pre-pottery cultures differed rather extensively from one another and are per-
haps not as well labeled if just a single tern is used,

Tor of page 259: "The flint inudstry ol ihe Tabhwunians still included some of the
gecmetric micrcliths of the Natufiems, Wt mcst artifscts had new forms,” In other
words, the Neoliihic Tahunier included some of the microlithic Natufiam Mesclithic
culture., Going on: "¥lint celts..."—a kind of axs head—"generally msemble same late
Mesoclithic tocis of western Barope.” In other worcs, the late Mesdithic of western
Europe is characteristic of the FPre-pottery Neolithic in the Middle Bast., This gives
us sncther indication that Burope was culturally retardec by campasrison to the lend of
Palestine, '

Beginning of the next paragreph: "In the Judean Hills, evolved phases of the Te-
hunien culture produced pottery similar in texture tc thet found at Jericho in the
earliest Pottery level, as well as new types ¢f sione cbjects.,” That's just a further
generglized descriptim.

Ko on page 262 he describas culturss similer tc the Talunian which, in scme wgs,
would very likely represent post-Flood cultural levels of a similar type. That seems
to te the cese es far es I heve been gble ic taxe note,

This ends our study of Auati for this class
essentially with the posi-Fiood cultures, /[For i
into a more detailad discussion of the srcheseclo



